
Y8 History: C3 Knowledge Organiser – Causes of WW1 and soldiers in WW1

Box 1: Long-Term Causes of WW1

Militarism The belief in the importance of military strength and preparedness

Alliances
A formal, economic, military, or political agreement between two 

or more nations.

Imperialism The competition for colonies and economic power

Nationalism
Having strong support for your own countries interests which may 

lead to people believing their country is superior to others

World War 1
War which lasted from 1914-1918 which killed around 9million 

soldiers and 7million civilians

Box 3: Soldiers in WW1

700,000 The number of soldiers Britain had in its army in 1914

Lord Kitchener
War Minister in Britain who aimed to increase the size of Britain’s 

army by 100,000 men in his recruitment campaign

2 million
The number of men who enlisted to serve in the British army by 

1916

Conscription
Officially making people in a country join the army. From 1916, all 

healthy adult men could be conscripted into the British Army

enlisted Joined the army

Box 4: Global War

India

India sent 1.5 million soldiers to fight in WWI. Indian soldiers 
were generally well respected but often paid less than British 

soldiers

Nigeria
Nigerian soldiers fought in East Africa and supported fighting in 

Europe. They were not allowed to fight in Europe.

Caribbean

Caribbean soldiers formed the British West India Regiment. 

Usually led by white officers and given supporting roles eg 

loading ammunitions

Canada

Fought in the trenches alongside British soldiers in some 

significant battles. Still commemorated today in Britain and 

Canada.

Box 2: Short-Term causes of WW1

Archduke 
Franz 
Ferdinand

The heir to the throne of Austria-Hungary which ruled over Bosnia

Gavrilo 
Princip

Member of the Young Bosnians who plotted and shot Archduke Franz 

Ferdinand on 28th June 1914

28th July 

1914

Austrian-Hungary declared war on Serbia in response to the 

assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand

1st June 

1914 After Russia supports Serbia, Germany declares war on Russia

heir Next in line to become the monarch/ leader
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