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Academy’s values:

Hard Work​: we never give up. We remain positive so that we have the strength to
persevere with even the hardest work. We do what it takes for as long as it takes. ​

Integrity​: we do the right thing because it is the right thing to do. We do this even
when people are not watching.​

Fairness​: we play by the rules. We are respectful, polite, and courteous at all times.
We treat others in our diverse community as we wish to be treated. When we help
others, we help ourselves. ​

The Dixons Croxteth newsletter keeps our community,
including parents, students, staff, and the public,
informed with updates on school events, policies,
student achievements, opportunities for community
involvement, and available educational resources.
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NEWSLETTER UPDATE

Mr Duggan
Principal

Dear Families,

As we draw this half term to a close, I want to begin by extending a huge and
heartfelt thank you to all our families for your ongoing support. Your
partnership has played a vital role in the progress we continue to make as a
school community.
 
I must take a moment to express just how incredibly proud I am of our Year 11
students. Throughout the exam period so far, their conduct, dedication, and
commitment have been nothing short of phenomenal. The way they have
carried themselves is a true reflection of how far we have come together as an
academy. The upcoming Leavers’ Assembly promises to be a deeply
emotional and meaningful occasion as we celebrate this special group of
students and all they have achieved.
 
Looking ahead, I am very much looking forward to our final half term of the
academic year—a time filled with important events and opportunities to come
together as a school.
 
One event I’m especially excited about is the return of Sports Day. I’ve made
the decision to reintroduce this because I believe it is an important tradition
that every school should cherish. It will be a traditional sports day in spirit but
designed so that all students have the opportunity to take part and represent
their houses—no matter their sporting ability.
 
In addition to this, Dixons Croxteth will proudly take part in the Dixons Cup
athletics competition at the Manchester Athletics Stadium. We will be holding
trials to select our team, and we are determined to attend with ambition and
represent the academy with pride—and hopefully come away with a win!
 
Another personal highlight for me is the Collaboration Concert, an annual
celebration of student talent from across the Dixons Academies Trust. When I
was in Yorkshire, this was always one of my favourite events of the year. I’m
immensely proud that Croxteth will be represented this year, with our students
travelling to perform at the stunning St George’s Hall in Bradford. I know it will
be a late evening for our Liverpool students and families, but it will be a joyous
occasion—one that I would not miss for the world.
 
Finally, thank you for the feedback you have shared around improving
communication. In response, I felt it was important to record a second
Principal’s Vlog, simply to say thank you once again for your ongoing support
this half term.
 
Wishing you all a restful and enjoyable break. We look forward to welcoming
students back for the final chapter of what has been a brilliant year.

Mr Duggan
Principal
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CROXTETH GEMS COMMUNITY CENTRE

I wanted to take a moment to highlight the fantastic work
happening at Croxteth GEMS Community Centre—a brilliant local

space doing great things for our young people and wider
community.

I recently had the pleasure of meeting with Jay, one of the leaders
at GEMS, and was genuinely inspired by the range of activities and
safe, welcoming environment they provide. The centre is open to
all our students in the evenings, offering a space where they can

relax, play, and connect in a positive setting.

As an academy, we are committed to building stronger ties with
our local community, and GEMS is a perfect partner in that

journey. In the final half term, we will be inviting Jay and his team
into Dixons Croxteth to tour the academy alongside students who
already attend GEMS. They will speak with students about the work

they do and explore how we can support each other going
forward.

We have flyers available in reception for any families who would
like to find out more, and I will also be sharing their timetable

electronically in the coming weeks to help you see what’s on offer.
We would love for families to explore what Croxteth GEMS has to

offer—it is a great resource right on our doorstep.

 Mr. Iain Duggan
 Principal



MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS 

On Friday 16 May, 10 year 9 students attended the 'Celebrate Our
Community' Event hosted by the LFC Foundation as part of

Mental Health Awareness week.

 The goal of this event is to promote and raise awareness of local
and city-wide mental health services available to young people. 

The event provided a platform for young people to engage in
open discussions about their mental health, addressing topics

such as coping mechanisms, the causes of anxiety, and the
importance of social interaction. 

The event also empowered our students with the tools, resources,
and support networks to better understand and manage any

concerns regarding mental health, ultimately reducing stigma
and encouraging ongoing dialogue.



YEAR 7 SCIENCE EXPERIMENT
ACIDS AND ALKALIS INVESTIGATION

On Wednesday 14
May, Year 7

scientists conducted
an investigation to

determine what
colour red cabbage

turns in acid, alkali
and neutral

substances. 

This included using
their science skills to
heat red cabbage in

water, filter the
water off, and also

use a pipette to add
the liquid to test

tubes containing
acid, alkali and

neutral substances. 

Well done Year 7
scientists from Mr

Owens!



GEOGRAPHY FIELD TRIP 

Mr Donnahey organised a river fieldtrip for our Year 9
geography students as part of their UK Rivers Unit.

 Students followed the course of the River Alt at three
sites starting at Croxteth Country Park moving onto Lunt

Meadows and finishing at Hightown Beach. 

They completed field sketches, collected data, and
analysed how the river changes along its course.

46 of our year 9 students attended. The sun was shining
all day and the student thoroughly enjoyed it. 



EMERGE25 
YEAR 11 GCSE ART & DESIGN EXHIBITION

Join us as we celebrate our year 11 artists in
their end of year exhibition. A showcase of
their talent, creativity and hard work from

the past 2 years studying Art. Craft &
Design. See the range of work, read their
biographies and look at their fantastic

destinations as we wish them luck for their
futures.  

On the evening we will have music,
provided by Mrs Unsworth's students and

canapes from Ms Redmond and her
hospitality students.

Awards will be presented on the evening in
the following categories:

High Achieving & Ambition
Creativity & Awe

Refined & Resilient
Committed and Conscientious

We look forward to seeing you there!



SPORTS CHALLENGE 

On Wednesday 14 May, 15
year 8 students took part

in the LSSP Sports
Challenge Event at

Wavertree Tennis Centre.
The students participated

as separate boys and
girls' teams competing

with a variety of schools
from across the city. 

The event included
activities such as

Quidditch, Wheelchair
Rugby, Taekwondo,

Ultimate Frisbee and
team building activities.

The students really
enjoyed the day and

displayed our academy
values effectively

throughout.

Well done to all the
students who took part.



COBALT COMMUNITY HUB

See below Cobalt Community Hub’s timetable. 





Below is the our spring menu

LUNCH MENU



HOME LEARNING AT DIXONS CROXTETH

At Dixons Croxteth Academy, we build a partnership between carers, students, and teachers that
puts learning first. We help our students value learning by teaching them to take ownership of
their own success. Home learning activities play a significant role in a pupil’s educational journey
and wider development.
 
Why is Home Learning so Important?

When our long-term memory is altered, we have learnt something. However, when we are
exposed to new information, we instantly begin to forget it. Over time, the amount of original
information retained significantly reduces unless it is revisited often.
Our home learning strategy is designed to allow students to frequently revisit powerful knowledge,
interrupting the forgetting process.

There are three strands to our Home Learning Strategy:

Read. Cover. Write. Check. (RCWC): This is a paper-based task.
Sparx Maths: Online.
Seneca Learning: Online.
 
Expectations – Y7 and Y8
Up to 60 minutes per day of:
Seneca
Sparx Maths
RCWC

Expectations – Y9 and Y10
Up to 90 minutes per day of:
Seneca
Sparx Maths
RCWC
Completion of past GCSE examination questions

Expectations – Y11
A minimum of 90 minutes per day of:
Seneca
Sparx Maths
RCWC
Completion of past GCSE examination questions
Accessing revision sites

Excellent additional resources can be found at:
Learn Dojo
BBC Bitesize
Save My Exams
Oak National Academy
Free Science Lessons



ACADEMY LEADERS

Mr Duggan
Principal

Senior Leadership roles at Dixons Croxteth

Jacqui Varkulis 
Vice Principal
Behaviour and Culture

Anish Morgan 
Vice Principal
Teaching and Learning 

Ian Makin 
Vice Principal
Student Experience 

Mark Little 
Assistant Principal 
Designated Safeguarding Lead 



SAFEGUARDING TEAM
If you are worried or have a concern please speak to one of the members of staff

below or email: dcr_safeguarding@dixonscr.com

Mr I Duggan
Principal

Mr M Little
Assistant Principal 

Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mr I Makin
Vice Principal 

Deputy Designated 
Safeguarding Lead

Ms J Varkulis
Vice Principal

Deputy Designated 
Safeguarding Lead

Miss R Bowers
Safeguarding officer 

Miss L Cox
Safeguarding officer 

Ms T Redmond
Safeguarding officer

Mr R Owens 
Safeguarding Officer

Mrs C Watson
Safeguarding Officer


